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Like Ms. Farrow, my good friend 

Pam Omidyar—the founder and chair 
of the Board of Humanity United—has 
also fasted for more than a month in 
solidarity with the Darfurian refugees. 

Mia Farrow and Pam Omidyar enjoy 
liberty and wealth. They do not need to 
do this. But through their actions, they 
both so generously speak for those the 
world ignores. 

The terrible situation in Darfur dete-
riorates with each passing day. But we 
don’t hear much about it. It has long 
since faded from the front pages in the 
face of everything else going on in our 
economy and the two wars we wage in 
the Middle East. 

We cannot ignore this crisis. The 
United States has officially and appro-
priately recognized that what is hap-
pening in Darfur is genocide. For the 
more than 2.4 million people who have 
been displaced against their will, we 
cannot look the other way and cannot 
stand idly by. 

Most of the people of Darfur depend 
on international aid to survive day-to- 
day. The United Nations has agreed to 
send 26,000 peacekeepers to Darfur, but 
they face an uphill fight—they have 
struggled to get the resources they 
need to ensure the safety of those who 
live in Darfur and to end this crisis. 

Making matters worse, when the 
International Criminal Court recently 
issued a warrant to arrest the Presi-
dent of Sudan—President Bashir—for 
war crimes and crimes against human-
ity, he responded by expelling 13 non- 
governmental organizations that had 
been distributing food and medicine to 
the people in Darfur. 

Because of its economic investments, 
China has unique leverage with Sudan. 
It is important that China uses that in-
fluence to help the people of Darfur. 

I appreciate the work of Major Gen-
eral Jonathan Scott Gration—the 
President’s special envoy to Sudan— 
but we must do more to put Darfur at 
the forefront of our foreign-policy 
agenda. And we must be clear about 
our objectives. 

The Sudanese government has re-
peatedly proven untrustworthy at the 
negotiating table. As the administra-
tion and our special envoy develop a 
new policy, we must consider how we 
can get Khartoum to change its behav-
ior. 

There have been too many people in 
too many camps for too many years— 
and the world has been silent for far 
too long. 

We have no excuse to do anything 
short of all we can do to ensure aid 
groups are on the ground in Darfur, and 
that they can do their jobs—to ensure 
a political process is in place, and that 
it can work—and to help save the lives 
of millions. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HONOR FLIGHT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a moment to recog-
nize the first Honor Flight from Ken-
tucky for the 2009 operational season. 

Many members of this body have had 
the chance to see their constituents at 
the World War II Memorial because of 
the noble work Honor Flight does in 
transporting surviving World War II 
veterans from around the country to 
see their memorial free of charge. I am 
honored to have been invited to par-
ticipate in previous flights from the 
Commonwealth, and I regret that my 
schedule prevented me from attending 
the one that took place this past week-
end. I hope to have the chance once 
again to visit with Kentucky Honor 
Flight participants. 

On Saturday, May 16, Honor Flight’s 
Bluegrass Chapter arrived in our Na-
tion’s Capital with 79 World War II vet-
erans from my home State of Kentucky 
to see the memorial which they in-
spired. It is my hope that these vet-
erans felt a sense of pride in seeing 
their memorial after all, pride is the 
very same feeling these men and 
women inspire in their fellow Ameri-
cans. 

In my previous experiences in meet-
ing with the participants of Honor 
Flight trips, people of all ages have 
been humbled by the presence of these 
veterans at the memorial. School chil-
dren have shook hands with the men 
and women who served in World War II 
and thanked them for their service. 
Others have asked for the privilege of 
taking a photo with a real-life Amer-
ican hero. Still more, including myself, 
have shared stories that have been 
passed down through generations about 
how World War II affected their family. 
In watching these interactions, one 
thing is clear: the sacrifices that these 
men and women made will never be for-
gotten. 

I wish to express my sincere grati-
tude to the Kentucky veterans who 
were here over the weekend for having 
served to protect our great nation’s 
principles from the enemies of freedom. 
I ask unanimous consent that the 
names of the 79 World War II veterans 
from the Commonwealth be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

WORLD WAR II VETERANS 
Allen Courts, Robert Adams, Charles 

Alessandro, Donald Cobb, Kenneth Gillespie, 
Guthrie Catlin, Joe Terrell, Donivan 
Mahuron, George Spaulding, George 
Schembari, Dale Tinkle, Jack Distler, Wal-
ter Pearce, Joseph Crouse, Kathleen Drum-
mond, Clarence Lange, Leroy Lange, Marcus 
Shearer, Garland Lewis, Gordon Lewis. 

Herbert Lewis, William Morris, Dewey 
Smith, Roy Ricketts, Frank Mellon, Jr., 
Hugo Becker, Robert Byrum, Carl Kiesler, 
Nelson Moody, Murrell Ramsey, George 
Pearl, Chesterfield Pulliam, John Canary, 
William Grantz, Jack McQuair, William Mil-
ler, John Noonan, Irvine Stevens, Joseph 
Blincoe, Richard Burnett, 

Charles Branson, Francis Kindred, Gustave 
LaFontaine, Carojean MacDonald, Carroll 
Hackett, Ira Johnston, Billy Turner, William 
Fender, John Hinkebein, Richard Yann, 
Edwin Casada, Fitzhugh Roy, Henry Ander-
son, Marvin Lawson, George Greathouse, 
Paul Berrier, Sr., Thomas Napier, Thomas 
Roberts, Ralph Stengel, Chester Sublett. 

Frederick Kleinschmidt, James Williams, 
Elmer Givan, Leslie Powers, Marion Crock-
ett, Edward Goldner, Loren Charley, Edgar 
Hodges, Joseph Johnson, Alvin Lawyer, Orin 
Bond, Antonio Martinez, John Eckert, Lee 
Bumpus, Donald King, Marcus Combs, Nor-
man Miller, Allen Jones, Roy Vance. 
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CREDIT CARDHOLDERS’ BILL OF 
RIGHTS ACT OF 2009 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I opposed 
this legislation because it will likely 
have the unintended consequence of re-
stricting credit to those who need it 
most. The major economic issue at 
play is the ability of financial institu-
tions to utilize risk-based pricing to 
determine how much to charge an indi-
vidual for credit. Risk-based pricing es-
sentially permits a lender to charge a 
higher price to individuals who are at a 
great risk for nonpayment. More so-
phisticated pricing has also expanded 
credit to those who otherwise would 
not be eligible for a credit card. 

Financial institutions that offer 
credit cards face four major risks. One, 
the lending they provide is not secured 
by collateral. Two, a creditor has no 
way of knowing when a cardholder 
loses his job and the income he would 
need to repay his debt. Three, a bor-
rower can max out the full amount of 
his limit without advance notice. And 
four, unlike other forms of lending, 
credit cards are relatively more suscep-
tible to fraud. 

Since it is impossible for a lender to 
know when a borrower will default, 
credit card companies carefully mon-
itor their cardholders’ activity. A de-
linquent payment, exceeding one’s 
credit limit or bouncing a check acts 
as an early warning sign that help 
firms identify higher risk cardholders. 
In order to manage these risks, credit 
card companies use certain practices to 
protect themselves from the possibility 
of default. 

Any legislation or regulation that re-
stricts the ability of credit card issuers 
to adequately price risk could have 
several unintended consequences. In-
vestors who in the past may have been 
attracted to the relatively higher re-
turns afforded securitized credit card 
assets may shift their funds into alter-
native sources of lending. As a result, 
credit card companies may increase in-
terest rates on all card holders, in-
crease monthly minimum payments, 
reduce credit limits or simply issue 
fewer cards. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, very few 
people in America today would argue 
that our health care system is not in 
need of reform. It is a travesty that in 
the richest, most powerful country in 
the world, there are more than 47 mil-
lion people without health insurance. 
That is an absolutely shocking num-
ber. It represents roughly one in six 
people who are going without regular 
trips to the doctor, forgoing needed 
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